Road-Bail Transport
field of private enterprise is that of public need.'*
That a road service would be a financial success
if undertaken by that body is not itself sufficient.
What should be established is that alone which
could offer adequately to the public the service
it is in need  of.   " In certain cases private
enterprise would not be forthcoming, as it was
in the case of railway construction*   But the
essential utility of it is so great that the State
had to undertake that responsibility either by
itself taking it up or by subsidising private
concerns.   Road transport is not a field wherein
there is a dearth of private enterprise, so that a
public service would ordinarily be superfluous,"
A strong plea for a more generous provision
of rural services has been put forward and llio
author aptly concludes thus: " The segregation
of the villages is fatal to national economy.
They have got to be nursed, revivified and rnnde
bulwarks of the nation.    They have got to be
linked up with the main centres of the country
and for this what is most needed is a wide and
far-flung network of roads so laid  as to be
entirely complementary to the other modes of
transport, especially the railways.   India is a
land of distances and we cannot well afford to
do away with the railways.    They must and will
continue to be our most important agent  of
transportation.    The road services can only bn
complementary to them and within their ambit
they are nonpareil   Thus the crying need in
any scheme of transport co-ordination in India
is for road re-construction.   We want roads,
more roads and better roads."
Some of the points raised by Mr. Rao in this
book may now be considered.   He has rightly
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